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Uije  Union  jgkminarp  ftebteto 

UNION  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

3401  BROOK  ROAD, 

RICHMOND  22,  VIRGINIA 

j.  gray  McAllister 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF  January  29,  1944. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Lakeville,  Connecticut^ . 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

The  Union  Seminary  Review  for  February,  containing  your  mas¬ 
terly  article  on  "The  Consciousness  of  Christ/'  is  off  the  press  and 
will  be  mailed,  out  the  first  of  the  week.  I  am  having  the  printers 
send  you,  with  our  compliments,  20  copies  of  the  issue.  Let  me  again 
thank  you,  personally  and  officially,’ for  this  article.  It  will  be 
read  not  only  with  interest  but  with  spiritual  profit  by  our  hundreds 
of  subscribers. 


I  am  mailing  you  an  advance  copy  of  the  February  Review. 


I 


•  fV)o  fillistrr-,  T.G^y 


e  Union  ikmtnarp  &ebteto 

UNION  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


J.  gray  McAllister 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


3402  Hawthorne  Ave. 


3401  BROOK  ROAD, 
RICHMOND  22,  VIRGINIA 

November  24,  1945* 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Lakeville,  Connecticut!; . 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Our  November  Union  Seminary  Review  was  delayed  on  the  way 
to  the  press  but  it  got  into  the  mails  the  middle  of  the  week.  I  am  plan¬ 
ning  the  other  numbers  of  the  volume  and  there  is  one  article  I  want  so  v  : 
very  much  to  include:  your  Bible  study  on  "Jesus  and  His  Bible."  I  can 
publish  it  in  our  February  number  if  it  could  reach  me  within  a  month, 
or  later  if  this  is  not  convenient.  If  you  happen  to  be  in  a  city  with  a 
stenographer  available  and  could  dictate  it,  we  should  be  more  than  glad 
to  cover  the  cost  of  dictation  and  transcription.  The  study  would  be 
prized  by  our  readers  and  we  hope  it  will  be  possible  for  you  to  let  us 
have  it  for  the  Review. 

We  now  have  four  conferences  co-operating  in  their  conference 
programs  for  next  August i  Ridgecrest,  Montreat,  Lake  Junaluska  and  Bon 
darken.  This  means  a  good  deal  of  correspondence  but  we  can  gradually 
work  it  through. 

Writh  kindest  regards,  believe  me  to  be. 


QLt )t  Union  Seminar?  Jxebieto 

UNION  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


j.  gray  McAllister 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

3402  Hawthorne  Ave. 


3401  BROOK  ROAD, 
RICHMOND  22,  VIRGINIA 

December  20,  1945. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Lakeville,  Connecticut. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

You  have  no  monopoly  on  the  snow.  Here  we  are  in  the  sunny 
South  under  four  to  five  inches  of  it,  with  the  thermometer  ranging 
between  15  and  30.  That  guarantees  us  a  white  Christmas. 

I  am  enclosing  a  typed  copy  of  n Jesus  and  His  Bible,”  the 
re-reading  of  which  has  placed  me  all  the  more  deeply  ih  your  debt. 
Please  return  at  your  early  convenience  and  I  will  place  it  with  our 
printers,  to  appear  in  our  February  number. 

With  the  heartiest  of  good  wishes  for  the  holidays  and  beyond 
for  both  Mrs.  Speer  and  yourself,  I  am. 

Cordially  yours,  . 


J.  Gray/mcAllister • 


/Vl  c  C  a  m  n  , 


J. 


DR.  SPEER. 
LAKEVILLE  CONN. 


6/13/47 


Dear  Doctor  Speer. 

The  attached  rather  explains  itself,  I  would  very  much  like 
if  possible  to  have  a  copy  of  your  Sermon  delivered  at  the 
Hill  School,  also  copy  of  the  prayer.  Anything  you  can  do 
in  this  respect  will  be  greatly  appreciated, 


Very  truly  yours, 


J.  Me  Cann , 

504  East  19th,  Street, 
Chester  Penna. 


The  Hill  School 

Pottstown,  Pennsylvania 
James  I.  Wendell, Head  Master 


June  10,  1947. 


Dear  Mr,  Me  Cann: 


In  reply  to  your  letter  of 


June  9,  I  am  writing  to  say  that  we  do  not 
have  a  transcript  of  Dr.  Speer's  splendid 
sermon  which  he  delivered  at  The  Hill  last 
Sunday.  He  may  have  some  notes  which  he 
could  put  in  shape  for  you,  and  I  would 
suggest  that  you  write  directly  to  Robert 
E.  Speer,  Lakeville,  Connecticut. 


With  kindest  regards,  be¬ 


lieve  me 


Very  sincerely  yours 


Mr.  J.  L.  Me  Cann, 

504  East  19th  Street, 
Chester,  Penna. 


E, 


3first  stufr  QIalvmry  ^ceslxgtetri&n  (Etyurcl? 

664  CHERRY  STREET 
SPRINGFIELD,  MISSOURI 


ARTHUR  J.  MCCLUNG 
WENDELL  K.  PATTERSON 

MINISTERS 


March  12 ,  19A-6 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

It  was  a  great  joy  to  be  with  you  dur¬ 
ing  the  two  Seminars  which  we  completed  in  the 
Mid-South  Synod.  I  still  feel  that  I  received 
much  more  from  them  than  I  could  possibly  give, 
and  the  reason  was  the  association  with  you. 

I  trust  that  your  train  delays  and  the 
strenuous  work  were  not  too  much  for  you  and  that 
you  have  recuperated  from  your  trip. 

With  sincere  regards,  I  am 


Dr.  Robert 
Rockledge , 
Lakeville , 


E.  Speer, 
Conn . 


Cordially  yours, 


REV.  R.  F.  CAMPBELL.  D.D.,  CHAIRMAN 
6  PEARSON  DRIVE.  ASHEVILLE.  N.  C. 


McCLURtT) 

EXECUTIVE  SECRET  ARY^YKE  AS  UR 


|Mmtu  ffixzzxanz  (&,ommxttzz 

Asfyeinlle  P restyiarg 


August  29,  1944. 


409  WACHOVIA  BUILDING 

(Aal|sUtlle,  jM-  (EL 


Dr.  Robt.  E.  Speer, 

Lakeville,  Connecticut. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  was  in  Ihe  audience  on  Sunday  evening  at  Montreat, 
and  I  am  writing  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  for  the 
message.  My  mother  spoke  extremely  highly  of  your  morning  mess¬ 
age,  arid  I  wish  very  much  that  I  could  have  heard  it.  In  connec¬ 
tion  with  your  sermon,  you  refer  to  a  missionaiy,  George  Bowen, 
•who  spent  forty  years  in  India  without  a  furlough.  You  quoted 
from  one  of  his  books,  and  mentioned  another  one,  ’’The  Amens 
of  Jesus.” 


Permit  me  to  tell  you  something  of  a  graduate  study  that 
X  made  at  Union  Theological  Seninary  on  the  Verily  passages  of  the 
Gospel  of  John.  I  was  led  in  some  pastoral  studying  and  preaching 
to  study  these,  and  to  find  that  a  relationship  existed  between  the 
twenty-five  passages  beginning,  "Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee." 

I  searched  diligently  in  as  many  libraries  as  I  could  reach,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Library  of  Congress  in  Washington,  and  I  found  no 
commentaries  anywhere  that  made  use  of  the  Verily  passages  as  a 
unit  in  the  gospel. 

My  search  resulted  in  finding  one  book,  ai  tit  led,  "Why 
Four  Gospels?"  by  a  man  named  Gregory,  in  which  he  quoted  an  early 
Latin  theologian  by  the  name  of  Ernesti.  The  substance  of  what 
Eraesti  and  Dr.  Gregory  said  was  that  if  any  person  would  take 
the  trouble  to  write  dovn  these  twenty-five  passages,  he  vould 
find  that  they  contained  the  "heart"  of  the  Gospel  of  John. 

I  also  found,  according  to  my  memory  and  records,  that 
you,  in  your  commentary  on  the  Gospel  of  John,  alluded  to  the 
relationship  between  these  passages.  So  far  as  I  know,  my  study 
is  the  first  ever  to  be  published  in  which  these  various  verses 
are  related  one  to  another,  and  to  the  whole  gospel.  I  am  sending 
you  under  separate  cover  a  copy  of  Day  By  Day,  in  which  I  used 
these  studies  devotionaly  for  one  month  of  this  issue. 

One  other  feature  of  my  search  was  interesting  to  me  in 
that  I  could  not  find  in  any  library  a  book  that  dealt  with  Hie  vcrd 
Amen  or  that  studied  the  Amens  of  Jesus  in  any  critical  or  homilet- 
ical  'fashion.  Dr.  Burrell’s  book  on  the  Verilies  of  Jesus  came  the 
nearest  to  anything  that  I  could  find. 


REV.  R.  F.  CAMPBELL.  D.D..  CHAIRMAN 
6  PEARSON  DRIVE,  ASHEVILLE,  N.  C. 


REV.  R.  E.  MCCLURE 

EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY-TREASURER 


(Emnmtiise 

iVsJjeiiUlc  restgirru 
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August  29,  1944. 


409  WACHOVIA  BUILDING 

(Astfetrilie,  C. 


All  of  this  leads  to  just  one  thing.  I  became  fascinated 
with  the  idea  that  I  might  secure  a  copy  of  Mr.  Bowen’s  book  on  the 
Amens  cf  Jesus,  and  find  some  help  to  continue  my  stucty  of  this 
subject.  If  I  have  not  been  too  tedious  in  this  letter,  and  ycxi 
could  tell  me  where  I  could  buy  a  copy  of  this  book,  I  would  greatly 
appreciate  it. 

My  father  counted  you  as  one  of  his  personal  friends. 

You  may  recall  having  met  him  at  Montreat  and  Northfield  at 
various  times.  He  was  the  late  Rev.  A.  D.  McClure,  of  Wilmington, 
North  Carolina. 


Sincerely  yours, 

/?.  S'  M 

R.  E.  McClure 
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My  dear  Robert : 


Winter  Park, October  9th, 1945 
The  days  we  had  together  repeat  themselves  in  memory 

and  rejoice  that  the  Dear  -^ord  made  them  possible.  In  retrospe«£ect  de- 
lightfully.  The  entire  trip  was  a  rare  privelegejthe  Southern  Presby  ter- 
ian  General  Assembly, with  its  associations  and  addressesjthe  opportunity 
aflforded  me  in  the  "Foundation", books  of  reference  found  there  and  help 
afforded  me  by  tge  erudite  Dr  Spence, and  all  the  restof  the  advantages. 

•fern  came  my  day  in  Congress, entertained  by  the  Danners, the  interview  with 
Valter  Judd, proceedings  of  the  "House", and  on  to  Gettysburg, where  I  shared 
the  dedication  of  our  great  ancestor ’monument-recording  his  family  histo¬ 
ry  with  its  99  years, his  brother  Samuel’s  grave  reposing  silently  beside 
him, also  Mary  Elizabeth  Brown  (repeating  exactly  my  own  daughter’s  name. 

1  think  I  told  you  of  the  odd  incident  when  a  chpmunk  perched  upon  Marts 
headstonewith  its  paws  held  up  until  I  uttered  the  Amen, when  it  scamper¬ 
ed  away! 

My  66th  reunion  followed, and  a  remarkable  commencement  program, 
participated  in  by  Dr  Fry, President  of  the  Lutheran  Church, and  President 
Wilson’s  Son-in-law,^  Thayer.  Indeed  the  entire  program  was  memorable. 

I  ought  to  include  the  Prayer  Circle  Quiet  Day, over  which  you  pre¬ 
sided, as  a  notable  event  of  the  same  list. 

Then  I  set  out  on  my  wide  circuit  of  some  50  contacts- including  our 
dear  Maud  Eddy, who  was  so  soon  to  take  her  flight, and  Sherwood, who  joinj^ 
in  memory  as  my  hosts. 

Rext  I  went  over  to  Staten  Island  for  a  couple  days  with  my  broth- 
er  Sam, whom  I  tried  to  help  get  the  same  benefit  for  hearing  as  Sherwood 
thought  he  was  getting, tho  both  are  disappointed.  Then  to  Elizabeth’s  for 
a  week  in  New  Canaan, and  (i  should  have  said  a  fortnight ) the  same  with  Ma& 
jorie, in  gingham.  Altogether, including  a  week  in  Montclair  and  shorter  re¬ 
lays  elsewhere, I  made  30  visits, ere  I  got  to  Blac,  Mountain  and  secured  ny 
quarters  for  a  couple  of  months  in  the  Hotel  Albe, Montreat .  It  was  August 

29th  when  I  finally  reached  my  old  quarters  here  in  Mrs  Reed's  lovely  home 
so  Inspiring  with  reading  and  perfect  with  rest,  Affectionately.David. 


I  tfi  d  o'  nedOdoO  trinB  I  nodnl  -/ 


:  dnecfod  no©  b  y^iA 


E(  .  .  nx  aovloamorid  dnoqen  norfdo  od  ;Bri  ©v  3yb  ;  9i:1 

r«jb  doegae  aondei  ni  •eltflaaoq  nterfi  ©barn  bnoa  maG  ©rid  darid  eolot^r  baA 
wj©d  v.rfaoni  aieddifOS  ©rid ;©--©.Covliq  ©*xb*x  A  saw  qlnd  enidn©  ©xlT  .YlXaldrfs-t-C 
Ydirjjdnoqqo  e. d ; aeasenbbB  bnB  enoldBlooaaa  adl  xidiw ,^Idra© a aA  XenoneD  ubI 
gl  >rl  Mb  ©norid  bnnol  ©• nenelen  lo  a^oocT,  "noidabruro'*"  erld  nl  em  bobnolbB 
.3 e^B^navJbja  ©rid  lodaen  ©rid  IXb  bnat©oneq2  nCL  ©dlbsril©  e  d  y1*  9111  beonolis 
xidlw  wslvnsdni  ©rid^nennaCI  ©rid  yd  fcenJtsd'xedne* aaeianoO  nl  ^  smB0  no'r 

36naria  1  e*i©rfwt3«xx/d8^dde0  od  no  bna/eanoil"  ©rid  lo  aaniboooonq ,«  ledl©-1 
-odalri  ^IIitibI  alri  snibnoosn-dnoflinnorfri  nodaeona  dao'ia  rwo  lo  noldsolbeb  9rid 
©.bleed  y^1*®-^  snlaoqen  ©vang  e’leimiBS  n©ridoncf  alritanB©Y  (-G  adl  ridlw  y^ 

, ©itibh  a’nsdrijgnBb  nwo  Ym  Y-£^0BX9  snidaeqen)  nwon.I  ridedasll^  y'lQ^i  oelB^mlu 
e'fciBM  noqn  berioneq' 2fnxmiqrio  b  neriw  dneblonl  bbo  ©rid  lo  boy  blod  I  rinlrid 
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V,  ^  l  yaw  s  be 
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MOUNT  VERNON 


VVN  YONDER  SWELLING  HEIGHT, 

WITH  IVIED  OAKS  AND  CEDARS  CROWNED, 
WHERE  FREEDOM’S  BANNER  FLOATS  IN  LIGHT 

AND  EVERY  WHISPERING  SOUND 
BREATHES  OF  THE  PAST/TIS  CONSECRATED  GROUND'.' 


THE  NEW  YEAR 


FO  R 
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AND 
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MING  YEAR 


“Christ  is  born. 

Tell  forth  His  fame, 

Christ  from  heaven! 

His  love  proclaim. 

Christ  on  earth! 

Exalt  His  name 

Sing  to  the  Lord,  O  World, 

With  exultation, 

Break  forth  in  glad  thanksgiving 
Every  nation. 

For  He  hath  triumphed  gloriously.” 


60  A.D. 


— Cos?)uis  of  Jerusalem 
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Jan.  13,  1S45 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  am  wondering  if  you  had  heard  of  the  death  of 
Dr.  Adelaide  Woodard.  I  know  that  you  were  interested 
in  her  and  her  work.  I  preached  the  funeral  sermon  for 
her  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  on  Wednesday,  Jan. 

10.  She  died  on  Sunday,  Jan.  7,  at  IS: 15  p.m. 

Dr.  Woodard  had  been  feeling  much  better  than  she 
had  been  for  many  months.  She  had  pretty  much  gotten  over 
the  stroke  which  she  had  some  time  ago.  Her  face  had 
straightened  out  and  she  was  able  to  talk  as  usual.  She 
was  going  around  the  city  and  had  intended  to  teach  a  class 
in  the  School  of  Missions. 

On  Thursday,  Jan.  4,  she  was  shoppirgin  the  Bon  Marche 
when  she  was  taken  with  a  heart  attack.  When  I  visited  her 
she  was  able  to  talk  very  little  and  I  felt  that  the  end  was 
near.  She  passed  away  on  Sunday,  Jan.  7,  about  noon.  The 
funeral  was  a  large  one  and  we  all  felt  very  keenly  her  loss. 

We  trust  that  your  health  is  improving  and  that  you 
will  have  a  splendid  new  year.  With  all  kindest  regards 
and  very  best  wishes,  I  am 


FPMcC :mw 


NeOerd,  ft  I 


2587  GRAND  BOULEVARD  EAST 
DETROIT.  MICHIGAN 


October  31,  1945 


Dear  Bob: 

I  would  not  dictate  a  letter  which  was  intended 
for  a  reply  to  your  fine  letter  of  sympathy  in 
regard  to  Walter's  passing,  but  am  writing  only 
to  let  you  know  that  I  have  received  it  and  that 
I  will  write  as  soon  as  I  return  from  a  trip  of 
a  week  or  more  around  to  our  different  plants. 

I  want  to  say  also  that  I  have  thought  many  times 
during  the  last  few  years  that  I  would  write  to 
you  and  maybe  ask  you  to  give  me  your  views  of 
lif*e  from  our  present  long-range  viewpoint.  Per¬ 
haps  I  may  be  able  to  do  this  when  I  write  you 
a  real  letter  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  sympathy. 

With  kind  remembrances,  I  am 


Very  sincerely 


Mr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 


ARTHUR  B.  MCCORMICK 

113  REEO  STREET 
OIL  CITY,  PENNSYLVANIA 
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Quitman, 
July  15, 


Georgia 

1944. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Due  to  the  reported  epidemic  of  infantile  paralysis  in  the 
vicinity  of  Montreat  and*®  the  local  warning  that  Georgia  will 
quarantine  polio  area  homecomers  and^the  desire  of  my  own 
congregation  that  I  not  go,  I  am  not  going  to  Montreat  this  summer. 

But  I  am  writing  to  see  if  I  couldnTt  hear  you  some  (father  place, 
and  I  am  sending  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Columbia  Seminary,  Decatur, 
Georgia  inthe  hope  that  from  its  president  may  come  a  suggestion 
as  to  what  is  best  to  do  under  the  circumstances, 

I  shall  be  most  grateful  if  you  will  furnish  me  with  the 
dates'^'  including  the  hour,  and  places  at  which  you  will  be  speaking 
during  August. 


Yours  very  truly. 


^  /ft 


/)/e  fUreij l  Av^1  h  k  f~t, 


203  West  Gordon  Street, 

Quitman,  Georgia. 

July  29,  1944. 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Due  to  the  threat  of  Polio  for  my  six  children,  I  will  not 
go  to  I.'ontreat  this  summer. 

And  since  the  other  places  at  which  you  speak  are  a  greater 
distance  from  us  and  since  our  transportation  system  is  already 
under  a  heavy  strain,  I  guess  I  will  have  to  stay  at  home. 

But  I  would  like  to  have  the  benefit  of  your  messages.  Would 
it  be  possible  for  you  to  employ^  a  stenographer  to  take  them  down 
and  send  me  a  copy  in  full  of  each  one  that  I  may  have  them  for 
study  ?  Of  course,  I  would  bear  the  expense. 

And  your  messages  mean  a  lot  more  to  me  than  the  things  you 
utter  in  t ■ at  they  are  so  thought- provoking.  If  you  can  oblige  me 
I  shall  deeply  appreciate  your  writing  me  so  on  the  inclosed  card. 

Yours  truly. 


Frank  II,  YcElroy 


D.  P.  MCGEACHY 
300J4  WEST  TURNER  STREET 
CLEARWATER,  FLORIDA 


ebruar y  IS,  1944 


Dear  Dr.  Speer 

Thank  you  for  your  good  letter  of  the  9  th. 

I  do  not  deserve  it,  in  the  least. 

If  you  can  do  so  without  too  much  trouble 
please  send  me  your  list  of  great  men  from  15oC 

to  If 60,  Let  me  explain. 

?rom  April  30  to  Lay  2  Dr.  Lingle,  Dr.  x nomas, 
and  I  are  to  be  in  a  three  day  meeting  in  the  First 
Church,  Birmingham,  speaking  on  the  1643  -  ssembly. 
One  section  of  my  first  address  as  planned  might  be 
headed  "A.  Time  for  Greatness".  Your  thought  as  to 
this  would  be  of  particular  value  to  me,  as  you 
can  readily  see. 

Especially  I  would  like  to  knowyour  own 
answer  to  your  question  concerning  this  outburst 
of  greatness  of  which  I  think  the  .ssembly  was  a 
part.  In  that  connection,  was  this  great ness  con¬ 
fined  to  England  or  even  to  Great  Tritain?  -  y  ar¬ 
ticles  on  the  .''ssembly  suggest  something  of  what 
I  have  in  mind,  and  since  writing  tnose  my  first 
hasty  impression  has  been  strengthened .  Now  I  ar 
digging  at  the  idea  again,  -  altho  here  in  Clear¬ 
water  I  am  not  able  to  get  all  t’°e  books  I  want. 

For  example,  mystics  like  Brother  Lawrence 
and  /  ldous  Huxley’s  "Grey  Eminence''  were  both^of 


I  know  that  sounds  absurd,  -  but  let  it 


theology* 
stand  for 
much 


the  present.  FI 
ours  cordially, 


/Ylc  Greo-  c  A 


or 


The  Bryn  Mawr 
420  ’7-  121st. 
Be ’7  Yorlc,  N. 
October  10,  1 


Y. 

1045 


• » 


Lear  Lr.  Speer 

I  am  here  in  New  York  till  about 
October  26  and  I  am  recalling  /our  gra¬ 
cious  promise  at  Yon  treat  this  summer 
to  help  me  get  in  to  see  Mr#  Hays,  --vs 
to  that  interesting  possibility  I  am 
writing  now# 

Mrs.  McGeachy  and  I  would  be  de¬ 
lighted  to  have  you  take  lunch  with  us 
at  the  Prince  George  where  we  ere  till 
our  five  day  limit  was  reached,  -  any 
day,  I  think,  that  you  hanpen  to  be  in 
New  York.  Or  we  would  be  happy  to  fall 
in  line  with  such  suggestion  as  you  may 
think  best  to  make. 

This  possibility  of  a  Presbyterian 
moving  picture  still  looms  before  us 
and  Lr.  Grant  and  I  agree  that  if  we  go 
into  it  at  ail  we  must  do  it  well,  - 
but  that  means  advice  and  guidance 
from  every  source. 

I  am  to  see  Lr.  Payne  and  Lr. 

Stein  in  Philadelphia  some  day  soon 
and  I  do  hope  we  may  make  this  an  all 
Presbyterian  picture.  I  rejoice  to 
feel  that  you  will  do  what  you  can  for 
me  and  I  am  subject  to  your  order,  I 
believe . 


Yptrp>s  g^Xdially 


(Y)c  ^ 

The  Lryn  M&wr, 

420  T7.  121st., 

Hew  York  27,  IT.  Y. 
October  13,  1945. 


Lear  Lr.  Speer :- 

I  do  thank  you  most  sincerely  for 
your  letter  and  its  enclosed  notes  of 
introduc  ti on . 

It  is  in  my  mind  to  use  these  in 
8  day  or  so  end  I  am  sure  they  will  all 
be  very  helpful. 

This  possibility  of  a  Presbyter- 
ion  moving  picture  grows  on  one  as  it 
Is  studied  more  and  more  fully  with  the 
help  of  people  Who  know.  I  have  in  mind 
not  only  experts  but  men  like  Lr .  ~on- 
nell  who  gave  me  an  interview  of  an 
hour  earlier  in  the  week. 

Please  have  me  in  your  very  def¬ 
inite  prayers.  President  15c Cain  of  Ag¬ 
nes  Scott  and  others  are  joining  with 
me  in  prayer  for  guidance,  -  this  is 
so  clearly  a  thing  that  will  mean  all 
to  us  if  it  is  well  done. 

It  is  too  bad  that  Mrs.  McGeachy 
and  I  did  not  know  of  your  passing  thru 
the  city  but  we  will  hope  to  see  you 
again.  In  any  case  please  let  me  reit¬ 
erate  my  thanks  for  what  you  have  done. 


Yours  cordially, 


/Y)t  CrTeaor -  f?o  h<?  v ~t  G~. 


WESTMINSTER  PRESBYTRIAN  CHURCH 

SHERIDAN  BOULEVARD  AND  SOUTH  STREET 
LINCOLN,  NEBRASKA 


Lifer  ch  3,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lake vi lie.  Conn . 

Dear  Robert, 


I  am  grateful  to  you  for  your  letter  received 
sometime  ago  while  I  was  in  the  Bryan  Memorial  hospital. 

Your  classmate.  Dean  Leland,  has  been  very  attentive  and 
helpful  during  this  long  stretch  of  time.  How  deeply  I  am 
indebted  to  a  host  of  good  friends  for  their  undergirding 
friendship  and  prayers i 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  a  week  ago  I  returned 
home,  was  landed  on  the  second  floor  where  I  have  been  and 
will  remain  for  sometime.  I  can  say,  however,  with  confi¬ 
dence,  that  I  am  gaining  strength  every  day  and  sometime 
hope  to  be  a  real  fellow  again.  I  am  not  so  sure  but  that 
I  should  be  a  learner  at  your  feet.  You  top  me  by  two  or 
three  years  yet  you  carry  on  a  program  that  one  much  younger 
would  envy.  For  this  multitudes  of  Christian  men  and  women 
of  all  denominations  must  be  very  grateful. 

Henry  Coffin  was  here,  spoke  to  a  luncheon  gath¬ 
ering  of  300  on  February  22nd,  and  came  out  to  the  hospital 
to  see  me.  I  have  heard  nothing  but  the  best  of  his  message 
and  the  enthusiasm  he  engendered.  A  letter  also  from  Ned 
Bulkley  -  what  a  splendid  correspondend  he  is  -  tells  me 
of  the  Memorial  service  to  the  late  Wm.  Adams  Brown. 

I  am  grateful  to  you  for  the  name  of  the  pastor 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Albany,  New  York  - 
Howard  L.  Rubendall.  This  I  will  hand  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Pulpit  Committee  should  the  man  the  Committee  how  has 
in  mind  not  measure  up  to  requirements. 

My  greetings  to  Mrs.  Speer  and  ever  my  best  to 
you,  my  good  friend.  As  long  since  and  always, 

Devotedly  ypurs. 
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OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 


October  21,  1946 
(Dictated  Oct.  13) 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
Dear  Dr.  Speers 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  October  13  and  for  your  prompt  forward¬ 
ing  of  the  Higginbottom  manuscript. 

My  reading  of  it  has  had  to  be  sandwiched  in  between  a  number  of 
other  things,  so  that  I  have  not  yet  finished.  I  hope  to  complete  the  read¬ 
ing  this  weekend  in  connection  with  a  trip  to  Binghampton.  * 

Meanwhile,  I  have  turned  over  the  No.  1  copy  to  the  religious  edi¬ 
tor  at  Scribners,  Mr.  William  Savage,  who  had  an  understanding  with  Dr. 
Higginbottom  in  advance  that  they  would  have  first  look  at  the  manuscript. 

Mrs.  Ira  Hatch  was  in  today  and  gave  us  some  of  the  details  of  her 
weeks  of  strenuous  work  with  Dr.  Higginbottom  to  get  it  written.  I  think 
she  has  made  a  very  notable  contribution  through  her  complete  and  sympathetic 
understanding  of  all  that  Dr.  Higginbottom  was  desirous  of  getting  into  print. 
We  paid  her  expenses  from  Vermont  to  Florida  and  back,  and  a  small  stipend  per 
week  to  do  the  work.  I  am  sure  her  contribution  is  worth  far  more  than  we 
have  been  able  to  pay  her. 

Our  reading  so  far  inclines  us  to  feel  that  this  biography  has  very 
real  motion  picture  possibilities.  Some  of  us  are  trying  to  find  Protestant 
themes  for  notion  picture  treatment  and  this  looks  like  something  that  could 
be  treated  in  a  way  comparable  to  the  picture  version  of  A.  J.  Cronin's  book, 
"The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom". 

As  you  say,  it  certainly  sounds  like  Sam.  Whether  the  editor  at  Scrib¬ 
ners  will  allow  it  to  remain  in  its  present  form  or  not,  I  don't  know. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  reading  the  manuscript  and  letting  us  have  your 
comment  on  it.  It  is  mighty  good  to  hear  from  you  and  to  see  that  familiar 
handwriting.  It  is  some  satisfaction  to  have  passed  your  "intelligence  test" 
for  secretaries  in  that  I  read  every  word  of  it  without  difficulty!  (Perhaps 
it’s  because  I've  had  experience  trying  to  decipher  my  own  handwriting  when 


cold  l ) 


Sincerely  vours . 


SFKrmf 


S.  Franklin  Mack,  Director, 

Division  of  Education  &  Information. 
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OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 

December  10,  1946 


Dr*  Robert  E*  Speer 
Rookledge 
Lakeville,  Conn* 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


I  inquired  as  to  why  a  letter  dated  November  18  should 
not  reach  you  in  Lakeville  until  November  28.  I  think  the  answer 
lies  in  the  fact  that  it  was  sent  by  second-class  mail  instead  of 
first*  It  actually  takes  four  days  to  get  second-class  mail  from 
New  York  City  to  New  York  Cityl  The  faot  that  it  came  at  the  holi¬ 
day  may  have  had  something  to  do  with  it,  but  I  think  the  second- 
class  mail  factor  is  the  principal  one* 


I  was  exceedingly  sorry  to  miss  the  Executive  Council 
luncheon  at  which  you  and  Dr*  Brown  held  forth*  As  you  may  have 
heard,  my  father's  death  necessitated  my  flying  to  California  for 
the  funeral  and  I  couldn’t  get  baok  until  the  day  after  the  lunoheon. 
Incidentally,  my  father  was  recognized  as  an  outstanding  Christian 
layman  and  his  funeral  was  as  triumphant  a  recognition  of  the  home- 
going  of  one  whose  whole  life  had  been  devoted  to  Christian  work  as 
could  be  imagined*  He  was  in  his  80th  year  and  had  suffered  a  heart 
attaok  some  w»eks  previous  from  which  he  appeared  to  be  recovering 
satisfactorily* 

With  all  good  wishes,  I  am 

Sinoerely, 


S.  Franklin  Mack, 

Division  of  Education  &  Information* 


SM:mf 


PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


July  21,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rock  Ledge 

Lakefield,  Connecticut 
My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

With  the  close  of  the  Institute  yesterday,  comparative  calm 
reigns  on  the  campus  today  with  the  presence  of  only  our  own  regular 
summer  school  students.  On  no  previous  year  were  the  expressions  of 
gratitude  and  appreciation  so  warm  and  so  universal  as  this  year.  And 
that  despite  the  fact  that  this  year  the  Institute  was  carried  on  under 
unusually  great  difficulties.  I  myself  felt,  also,  that  it  was  the  best 
Institute  we  have  ever  had. 

In  the  name  of  everyone  who  heard  you,  let  me  express  to  you 
our  deep  gratitude  for  your  presence  and  the  series  of  lectures  that  you 
hav£  given  us.  Everyone  was  most  impressed  with  the  insight  which  you 
showed  and  the  power  and  unction  with  which  you  spoke.  Your  debtors  we 
are . 

I  was  so  sorry  that  due  to  the  fact  that  Dr.  Homrighausen  had 
his  classes  and  Dr.  Roberts  was  absent,  I  was  so  involved  in  keeping 
close  to  the  Institute  and  to  the  problems  of  the  regular  accelerated 
course  that  it  was  difficult  to  get  the  time  I  desired  for  social  inter¬ 
course.  Dr.  Farber,  however,  was  very  helpful  and  told  me  that  he  had 
talked  with  you  about  the  graduation  in  August.  Everything,  therefore, 
has  been  cleared.  Most  of  the  faculty  members  will  be  here  three  weeks 
hence,  and  the  actions  taken  in  connection  with  the  graduation  will  be 
submitted  for  approval  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  its  October  meeting. 

I  am  enclosing  a  check  as  a  small  token  of  appreciation  from  the  Insti¬ 
tute  Committee. 

I  do  hope  that  you  are  going  to  have  a  little  rest  this  summer. 
Mrs.  Mackay  and  I  expect  to  get  away  for  a  few  weeks  in  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina  after  our  summer  graduation  is  over.  With  affectionate 
regards  to  Mrs.  Speer  and  you. 

Yours 


JAM:  GH 
ENC 


r 


PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


October  24,  1945 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Your  telegram  in  reply  to  mine  has  just  arrived.  What  occasioned  the 
difficulty  is  this.  In  the  Spring  I  had  accepted  the  invitation  of  New  York 
University  to  give  the  Deems  Lectures  in  this  institution  this  Fall.  The 
understanding  was  that  the  lectures  would  take  place  on  six  successive  Mondays. 

I  quite  forgot,  in  giving  the  dates  that  I  did,  that  one  of  these  Mondays  might 
be  required  for  a  Commencement .  At  the  time  of  the  Board  meeting  I  forgot  that 
the  Monday  chosen  had  already  been  promised  to  New  York  University.  I  am  deeply 
grateful  to  you  and  Dr.  Farber  for  your  willingness  to  have  the  date  of  the 
Graduation  Exercises  changed  from  the  Monday  to  the  Tuesday,  because  of  the  em¬ 
barrassing  situation.  I  am,  accordingly,  sending  out,  in  Dr.  Farber's  name,  a 
special  letter  to  all  the  Board  members  asking  for  their  permission  for  the  change. 

There  will  be  one  advantage,  at  least,  in  having  the  Graduation  Exercises 
on  the  evening  of  Tuesday  instead  of  Monday .  We  shall  be  able  to  have  as  our 
Commencement  speaker,  Dr.  Alan  Tory,  Australia's  leading  Presbyterian  minister, 
who  happens  to  be  in  this  country  at  the  present  time.  He  was  going  to  speak  in 
the  Seminary  in  any  case  on  that  evening,  so  we  can  make  his  address  the  Commence¬ 
ment  address.  I  trust  this  will  meet  with  your  approval. 

It  was  a  great  joy  to  see  you  on  the  occasion  of  the  Board  meeting.  Everyone 
remarked  that  they  never  saw  you  in  greater  vigor  or  heard  you  to  better  advantage. 

I  do  hope  that  in  the  course  of  next  year  you  will  give  me  the  article  which 


I  so  much  desire  for  THEOLOGY  TODAY.  Would  you  not  put  down  your  reflections  upon 


the  state  of  the  Church  and  the  needs  of  the  ministry  as  you  have  sensed  both  to 
be  in  your  journeys  throughout  the  country  these  last  years.  Moreover,  pour  into 
the  article  what  is  deepest  in  your  heart  or  mind.  Such  an  article  could  appear 
in  almost  any  number.  It  might  be  entitled,  "Thoughts  of  a  Layman  Concerning  the 
Church  and  the  Ministry,"  or  any  title  that  you  would  want  to  give  itj  but  do  try 
to  let  us  have  it.  Any  typing  which  might  have  to  be  done  in  connection  with  it 
can  be  done  here. 


And  would  you  also  take  quite  seriously  two  other  things:  An  address  on  the 
hi)  occasion  of  the  Spring  Graduation  Exercises,  which  will  be  very  important  this  year 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
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October  24,  1945 


The  date  agreed  upon  was  March  4*  At  that  time  you  vould  have  not  only  the  . 
graduates,  but  our  whole^fftuctent  body.  The  other  thing  is  that  you  come  again 
for  a  series  of  Bible  Readings  for  one  of  the  weeks  of  the  Institute  of  Theology. 
You  could  choose  the  first  week  or  the  second,  namely  July  8  to  11,  or  July  lo 
to  19  ♦ 


With  loving  regards  to  Mrs.  Speer  and  you  and  all  the  Speers  everywhere. 


JAMsmfa 


P.  S.  We  are  most  happy  to  know  that  William  is  going  to  come  definitely  in 
December.  Dr.  Roberts  has  been  able  to  find  him  a  small  parish  and  a  manse  not 
very  far  from  Princeton. 

JAM 


elf*  a  Jr l\  -k. 


PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 


THE  PRESIDENT 


December  19,  1945 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

What  a  joy  it  was  to  receive  your  letter  of  December  16 ! 

I  have  never  and  shall  never  get  over  the  fact  that  you  had 
to  sit  up  all  night  on  your  way  back  to  Lakeville  after  our  recent 
Commencement.  At  the  same  time,  the  memory  of  your  quiet  vigil  in 
the  Pennsylvania  waiting  room  until  the  early  morning  train  set  out 
will  abide  with  me  through  the  years  as  a  supreme  inspiration.  I 
am  happy  at  least  that  no  ill  effects  resulted  and  that  Aquilla 
arrived  home  to  waiting  Pricilla  and  love's  sanctuary  at  Rockledge. 

I  greatly  regret  that  you  do  not  feel  that  you  can  write  an 
article  for  THEOLOGY  TODAY  and  yet  I  hope  you  will  have  an  in¬ 
spiration  to  do  so,  for  what  you  write  would  be  a  very  important 
contribution  for  a  host  of  needy  ministers  such  as  those  with  whom 
you  have  been  dealing  in  recent  years.  Should  the  inspiration  come 
to  you,  do  put  something  on  paper  and  let  us  have  it  for  typing  and 
printing . 

I  greatly  appreciate  the  list  of  names  you  sent  of  possible 
Commencement  speakers  on  the  occasion  of  our  Spring  Commencement, 
but  none  can  take  your  place.  I  do  hope,  therefore,  that  you  will 
consent  to  speak  to  our  whole  student  body  at  that  time.  In  view 
of  the  fact  that  there  is  a  fund  for  speakers,  the  Seminary  would 
want  to  have  the  privilege  of  drawing  upon  its  resources  to  express 
in  the  usual  way  its  appreciation  to  oneto  whom  the  institution  owes 
so  much.  Only  if  you  would  feel  that  you  dare  not  promise  to  come 
at  that  time  because  of  the  uncertainties  and  hazards  of  the  weather, 
would  I  think  for  a  moment  of  turning  to  any  other  person.  Some 
time  around  the  turn  of  the  year  you  might  let  me  have  your  final 
decision. 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  happy  I  am  and  how  happy  scores  of  other 
folks  will  be  when  they  know  that  you  will  be  coming  for  our  Institute 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
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of  Theology.  II  Timothy  would  be  grand  for  a  series  of  four  studies. 
It  is  not  necessary,  however,  to  announce  the  theme  definitely.  The 
full  program  will  not  be  officially  announced  until  the  springtime. 

You  will  be  interested  to  know  that  Dr.  Herbert  Farmer  of  Westminster 
College,  Cambridge,  and  Professor  Henderson  of  the  Chair  of  Church 
History  in  Aberdeen  University  will  be  here  also.  Dr.  Clarence 
Macartney  will  come  on  the  first  week  and  Professor  Cailliet  will  be 
with  us  also.  We  can  look  forward,  therefore,  to  a  wonderful  Insti¬ 
tute.  In  connection  with  the  Institute  let  me  repeat  what  I  said  when 
we  spoke  about  the  matter.  We  shall  be  most  happy  to  have  Mrs.  Speer 
come  along  with  you  and  enjoy  some  quiet  days  in  the  Princeton  Inn. 

Do  try  to  prevail  upon  your  dear  wife  to  come  along  with  you. 

With  affectionate  regards  and  Christmas  and  New  Year  greetings 
to  you  both  and  to  all  the  members  of  the  Speer  family, 


Yours  most  a. 


ectionately. 


PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 


PRESIDENT 


March  1 4,  1946 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Absence  from  Princeton  immediately  after  our  Winter 
Commencement  has  delayed  my  writing  you  until  now.  Let 
me  thank  you  with  all  my  heart  in  behalf  of  the  Faculty 
and  Student  Body  of  Princeton  Seminary  for  the  most  remark¬ 
able  address  which  you  gave  on  the  occasion  of  the  recent 
graduation  exercises.  Your  large  audience  was  thrilled 
and  I  cannot  recollect  any  address  given  at  the  Commencement 
time,  in  recent  years,  which  so  profoundly  moved  a  Commence¬ 
ment  audience.  Thankfulness  to  God  for  the  message  and 
the  messenger  were  mingled  with  admiration  for  the  form 
and  substance  of  the  discourse  and  the  virility  of  the 
speaker  on  the  border  of  four  score  years.  Your  debtors 
we  are  for  all  this  as  for  so  many  other  things. 

I  am  enclosing  a  check  for  fifty  dollars  which  I 
trust  you  will  accept,  inasmuch  as  it  comes  from  the 
budget  for  speakers  who  favor  us  with  addresses  at  our 
several  Commencements. 

Might  I  ask  you  also  if  you  would  not  write  a  few 
lines  to  Dr.  Rebecca  Price 

235  East  49th  Street,  New  York,  New  York 

whom  our  Curriculum  Committee  is 
eager  to  get  as  the  woman  member  of  the  Seminary  Faculty 
in  connection  with  our  new  School  of  Christian  Education. 

She  is  a  very  remarkable  woman  in  her  mid-thirties  and  a 
member  of  the  famous  Price  missionary  family  in  the  Southern 
Presbyterian  Church.  I  am  sure  that  it  would  mean  a  very 


great  deal  to  her  to  receive  word  from  you.  It  would  be  a  very 
decided  factor  in  disposing  her  to  consider  favorably  the 
approach  of  our  Curriculum  Committee,  all  the  members  of  which 
are  very  unanimous  that  she  is  the  woman  that  we  want  to  have. 

With  affectionate  regards  to  Mrs.  Speer  and  you, 


Yours  ever, 


PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


May  16,  1946 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Xakeville,  Connecticut 
Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

We  greatly  missed  you  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Committee  but  look  forward  to  seeing  you  next  Monday. 

In  the  meantime  I  am  sending  you  the  credentials  of  two 
new  teachers  whose  names  will  be  presented  to  the  Curriculum 
Committee  for  consideration  before  the  Trustees  meet  formally 
on  Monday.  It  was  unfortunate  that  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Curriculum  Committee  there  was  no  quorum, so  that  those  who 
attended  had  a  conference  together  regarding  one  or  two  person¬ 
alities  whom  I  proposed  for  consideration  for  vacancies  in  the 
Seminary  Faculty. 

Miss  Crawford  is  being  presented  for  the  position  of  Guest 
Professor  of  Teaching  Methods  and  Curriculum  Materials.  Since 
I  interviewed  her  personally  and  received  her  credentials  from 
Yale,  I  had  a  personal  note  from  Dean  Weigle  speaking  in  most 
enthusiastic  terms  about  Miss  Crawford.  She  has  been  a  lone 
person  in  the  midst  of  certain  current  trends  in  Religious  Educa¬ 
tion,  inasmuch  as  she  has  stood  for  real  evangelical  religion. 

She  is,  moreover,  a  mature  person  who  can  bring  to  our  School  of 
Christian  Education  and  to  her  contacts  with  the  young  women 
a  great  wealth  of  experience  and  prestige.  By  electing  her, 
moreover,  as  a  Guest  Professor  an  opportunity  will  be  given  to 
the  Trustees  and  to  her  to  consider  whether  the  relationship 
should  be  made  more  permanent. 

As  regards  Dr.  Hope,  I  feel  that  he  is  the  person  whom  we 
have  been  looking  for.  I  have  learned  that  were  there  a  vacancy 
in  the  Department  of  Church  History  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh 
that  is  in  New  College,  he  would  be  the  first  choice.  I  am  for¬ 
warding  you  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  he  has  written  me  in 
answer  to  some  questions  which  I  asked  him  regarding  his  outlook 
upon  Church  History  and  the  functions  of  a  teacher  of  that  subject 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
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May  16,  1946 


In  every  way  I  feel  that  God  has  guided  us  at  last  to  the  person 
that  we  need  to  make  the  Department  of  Church  History  equally 
worthy  of  our  Princeton  tradition  and  the  present  opportunity. 

You  may  also  be  interested  to  know  that  Dr.  Hope  has  quite  won  the 
hearts  of  people  in  the  Reformed  Church,  not  only  those  in  the 
Eastern  area,  but  also  those  in  the  Western.  He  is,  moreover,  a 
very  outstanding  preacher. 

With  affectionate  regards  to  Mrs.  Speer  and  you, 


Yours  even, 


PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


January  14,  1947 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

How  deeply  I  regretted  that  unexpected  circumstances 
arose  which  prevented  me  being  present  at  our  Quiet  Day 
in  the  Zwemer  apartment'.  I  had  looked  forward  with  great 
eagerness  to  this  time  together,  but  when  the  day  came  a 
situation  arose  which  clearly  made  it  my  duty  to  remain 
on  the  campus. 

I  am  fulfilling  the  desires  of  the  Trustees  in  sending 
out  data  regarding  the  nominations  to  be  made  for  diverse 
positions  on  the  Seminary  Faculty.  I  trust  they  will 
commend  themselves  to  you.  The  chief  appointment,  of  course, 
would  be  that  of  Dr.  Cailliet  whom  you  have  come  to  know 
in  these  last  years  and  who  has  such  a  deep  an  affectionate 
admiration  for  you  personally.  I  don't  know,  of  course,  if 
Dr.  Cailliet  will  be  willing  to  accept,  but  if  we  could  get 
him,  we  would  be  getting  one  of  the  most  outstanding  apologists 
for  Christianity  in  our  time, and  a  man  of  warm  evangelical 
piety  with  a  passionate  love  of  youth. 

Looking  forward  eagerly  to  the  meeting  next  month  and 
with  warmest  regards  to  Mrs.  Speer  and  you. 


35I,Termino  Ave. , 

Long  Beach, California  4. 


Dr. Robert  E. Speer, 
ROCKLEDGE, 

Lakeville, Connecticut. 


Dear  Dr. Robert: 

My  pirst  word,  must  be  a  petition.  I  most  earnestly  ask 
that  you  will  forive  me  for  sending  to  you  the  very  unsightly  scrawl 
of  pen  and  ink  purporting  to  be  a  letter  of  thanks  for  the  very  choice 
booklet  that  day  received  from  you, The  Fellowship  of  the  Spirit 

At  that  girae  I  was  ill  suffering  from  an  fcnruly  and  badly 
acting  heart.  Many  months  previously  I  had  *#  a  similar  attack  but  mucn 
less  severe.  Whether  I  was  fearful  of  non  recovery  I  cannot 

The  urge  to  make  acknowledgment  of  the  king  gift  came  upon 
me.  I  arose  sat  upon  the  edge  of  the  bed  and  wrote.  The  result  "as_ 
evil  in  the  extreme.  But  there  was  no  evil  intent  in  the  act  -ut  del 
initel  the  reverse.  Evidently  I  had  lost  all  sense  of  propne  y  a 
was  truly  non  compos  mentis. 

These  words  are  written  not  as  an  excuse  for  this  moot  re 

regrettable  act.  I  am  deeply  sorry, grieved  and  ashamed.  merelv 

S  In  case  you  are  milling  Iask  that  your  reply  mill  be  merely 

the  word  "Forgiven  or  its  equivalent. 


*********** 


************* 


********* 


The  precious  little  booklet  was  use  throughout  the  period 
until  and  including  Pentecost.  Sometimes  at  family  worship  at  other times 
Sdlvidually  in  Private.  We  gladly  received  your  instructive  comments 
and  prayed  with  you  and  we  thank  you  deeply  and  sincerely 

Dear  DR. Robert  your  life  and  youE  writings  have  been  a  joy 
and  a  comfort  to  me  and  I  am  grateful  to  our  Father > in  Heave  for  the 
privilege  of  making  your  acquaintance  in  Northfield  in  the  summer  of  Is89, 

I  have  rejoiced  and  given  thanks  for  your  life  of  very  gre'Ht 
m  and  world-wide  usefulness. 


Ever  sincerely  yours, 


§6 


f~yjc  K e  €  l  n  2), 


'C^he  Oflamni  Ofssoclation  '  The  College  of  Wooster. 


Publishers  of  the  WOOSTER  ALUMNI  BULLETIN 


Galpin  Memorial  Building 


WOOSTER,  OHIO 
March  14,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Connecticut 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


As  you  may  know.  Dr.  Charles  F.  Wishart  is  retiring 
from  the  presidency  of  Wooster  this  year.  He  has  been  at  the  head 
of  the  institution  for  twenty-five  years.  In  honor  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Wishart,  the  College  is  designating  the  forthcoming  Commencement 
in  May  as  the  Wishart  Commencement.  The  dates  are  Friday  to  Monday, 
May  12-15. 


From  the  standpoint  of  public  acclaim,  the  most 
important  event  on  the  program  is  the  Alumni  dinner,  which  will 
be  held  Saturday  evening,  May  13.  At  that  time  we  are  planning 
to  have  one  speech  as  a  personal  tribute  to  Dr.  Wishart  from  an 
alumnus  who  is  also  a  long-time  associate  in  college  affairs.  Dr. 
Arthur  H.  Compton,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  has  accepted 
this  assignment. 

We  are  also  planning  an  address,  twenty  minutes  in 
length,  on  the  development  of  the  College  under  Dr.  Wishart' s 
leadership.  In  behalf  of  the  committee,  I  wish  to  invite  you  to 
deliver  the  address  on  that  occasion.  As  an  honorary  alumnus  of 
Wooster  and  an  old  friend  of  Dr.  Wishart' s,  you  are  familiar  with 
the  service  which  he  has  given  to  Christian  education  during  his 
administration . 


It  is  our  thought  that  your  estimate  of  Dr.  Wishart* s 
contribution  to  this  great  cause  would  be  a  public  service.  We 
ardently  desire  to  have  an  appraisal  made  by  one  whose  career  has 
been  also  identified  with  a  great  phase  of  Christian  service.  We 
know  of  your  affection  and  admiration  for  Dr.  T4ishart  and  believe 
that  you  would  give  the  crowning  touch  to  our  program. 

Dr.  Wishart' s  service  to  the  Church  has  been  that 
of  an  educational  statesman.  Your  contribution.  Sir,  has  been  of 
like  stature.  We  covet  the  privilege  of  hearing  you  at  Wooster  in 
this  association. 


Page  Two 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
March  14,  1944 


If  you  can  be  with  us  we  will  pay  traveling 
expenses  and  entertainment,  plus  an  honorarium  of  $50.00. 
We  fervently  hope  that  you  can  accept  our  invitation. 


Yours  very  sincerely. 


John  D.  McKee 

Director  of  Alumni  Relations 
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R.  B.  HATTEN 

SECY.  OF  BOARD 

50  Maple  Shade  Ave. 
White  Horse,  N.  J. 
Phone  2-G6-4  3 


PARSDNAGE: 

B7  Boroentown  Road 
Trenton,  N.  J. 
Phone  3-0475 


par  sun  Mrntortal  iRpthniiist  Church 

CHARLES  W.  MARKER,  MINISTER 

WHITE  HORSE,  TRENTON,  N.  J. 


September  5r  1944 


Dear  Dr*  Speer: 

You  have  always  been  one  of  my  pulpit  heroes;  in  fact,  you 
are  among  the  few  men  who  challenge  me  to  do  and  be  my  best  for  Christ* 
When  I  heard  you  about  twelve  years  ago  when  I  was  a  student  at  The  Miss¬ 
ionary  Training  Institute  at  Nyack,  I  was  captured  by  your  message;  and 
today  I  can  repeat  your  outline  as  though  it  were  last  week. 

Your  books  are  always  an  inspiration.  They  are  so  full  of  the 
Gospel;  "so  free  from  superstition  and  yet  so  free  from  liberalism," 

At  present  I  am  culling  out  some  books  you  mention  in  your  book,  "Tlie 
Meaniing  of  Christ  to  Me,"  I  am  making  a  list  of  them  for  future  reading. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  you  would  be  glad  to  help  a  younger  min¬ 
ister  in  his  reading,  since  you  yourself  have  read,  so  widely.  Would  it 
be  possible  for  you  to  take  time  out  to  list  some  of  the  books  which  have 
meant  the  most  to  you  in  a  spiritual  way?  I  like  scholarly  books  like 
those  of  Morgan,  Denny,  Mullins,  Stalker,  and  others,  which  are  also 
challenging  spiritually  to  a  young  minister,  I  also  read  liberal  authors; 
but  not  many  because  they  leave  me  cold.  If  you  can  help  me  here  with 
as  many  meaningful  books  a3  you  have  time  to  set  down,  I  shall  be  deeply 
grateful  to  you,  I  have  read  your  "Christian  Realities"  two  or  three  times 
and  intend  to  read  it  at  least  once  more. 

With  best  wishes  for  your  continued  usefulness  to  Christ,  I  am, 

Cordially  yours, 


fYjzrker-)  Ck*rleS 


BECY.  OF  BOARD 
50  Maple  Shade  Ave. 
White  Horbe,  n.  J. 
Phone  2-064  3 


R.  B.  HATTEN 


\,io 


PARSONAGE: 

B7  0ORDENTOWN  ROAD 

Trenton  id,  N.  J. 
Phone  3-04  7  5 


Pearson  Memorial  Metljoiust  (Eburclj 


CHARLES  W.  MARKER,  Minister 
WHITE  HORSE,  TRENTDN,  N.  J. 


May  5,  1946 


Dear  Dr,  Speer: 


Once  I  wrote  to  you  about  books  and  you  kindly  helped  me. 


Mow  I  have  another  problem.  Being  half  way  to  seventy  and  having  read 
widely  in  homiletics  I  ought  not  have  it,  perhaps;  but  it/more  of  a 
problem  than  it  was, 

A  conservative  in  theology,  I  feel  there  is  nothing  to  substi¬ 
tute  for  good  biblical  content  in  preaching,  I  have  also  felt  that  ex¬ 
pository  preaching  was  the  best  type  in  form,  as  well  as  content.  That 
is,  expository  preaching  properly  developed  as  to  unity,  etc.  But  a 
recent  writer  calls  it  "too  easy,"  According  to  moderns,  too,  the  approach 
must  be  person-centered,  not  truth  centered.  Ho  doubt  Barth  would  dis¬ 
agree  with  that. 


Is  it  not  true  that  expository  preaching  gives  the  most  round¬ 


ed  ministry  and  meets  more  problems  in  the  end  than  even  the  "problem" 
approach?  Should  one  emulate  Dr,  G,  G,  Morgan  in  his  biblical  form?  Dale, 
in  his  doctrinal  approach?  Macartney  in  his  biographical  style?  MacLaren 
in  his  textual  analysis? 


In  short,  with  your  long  experience  and  rich  judgment  in  the 


matter,  what  would  you  resolve  to  do  if  you  were  beginning  today?  What 
form  should  you  use  most?  Should  the  emphasis  be  mostly  individual  or 
more  social  than  we  conservatives  have  been  wont?  And  should  you-  still 
adhere  to  the  practice  of  not  writing  sermons? 


R.  B.  HATTEN 

BECY,  or  BOARD 
50  Maple  Shade  Ave. 
White  Horse,  N.  J. 
Phone  2*0643 


PARSONAGE: 

07  BORDENTOWN  ROAD 

Trenton  ID,  N.  J. 
Phone  3-04  7  5 


Pearson  memorial  Uletljoiiist  (Eljnrrtj 

CHARLES  W.  MARKER,  MINISTER 

WHITE  HORSE,  TRENTON,  N.  J. 


And  what  are  the  books  best  worth  reading  on  this  now? 

If  this  seems  impertinent,  I  assure  you  that  I  do  not  mean  it  sor 
With  best  wishes  and  thanks  for  your  having  written  yet  another 
book,  which  I  am  now  reading,  I  am, 

Cordially  yours, 


Mrs.  marshal.!.  Mason 

82  SOUTH  SEVENTEENTH  STREET 
SAN  JOSE.  CALIFORNIA 


June  1,  1946 


Dear  Doctor  Speer, 

You  will  be  surprised  to  hear  from  me 
and  perhaps  will  not  even  remember  that  I  was 
originally  Bertha  Shedd.  When  I  was  in  New 
York  in  1935  you  were  good  enough  to  make  up 
a  statement  for  me  with  information  which 
might  serve  in  lieu  of  a  birth  certificate. 

At  that  time  I  was  advised  to  simply 
keep  it  in  my  possession,  but  I  have  recently 
inquired  again  and  find  that  it  would  be  wise 
to  have  it  recorded.  For  this  purpose  it 
has  to  be  a  notarized  statement,  so  I  am 
going  to  impose  on  your  good  nature  again 
and  ask  if  you  will  be  good  enough  to  have 
the  statement,  which  I  am  returning  to  you 
with  this  letter,  notarized.  I  wonder  too 
if,  while  you  are  doing  it,  you  would  be 
willing  to  make  a  similar  statement  for  my 
sister  Louise.  She  was  born  on  September  10, 
1906.  We  will  both  appreciate  this  very  much, 
and  if  there  is  any  expense  involved  at  all 
please  let  us  know.  Louise's  married  name, 

I  should  have  added,  is  Louise  Shedd  Barker. 

I  hear  news  of  Presbyterian  Persian 
missionaries  through  Mrs.  Si  0.  Wilson  who  is 
my  neighbor  here  in  San  Jose.  The  world  really 
is  small.  Thank  you  so  much, 


Sincerely 


CABLE  ADDRESS  “INCULCATE.  NEW  YORK' 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 


TELEPHONE  WATKINS  B-2000 


156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  lO.  N.  Y. 


OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 


July  51,  1955 


This  is  to  certify  that  Mrs.  Conn  sp  Shedd  Baxter r  is 


the  daughter  of  the  Reverend  and  Mrs.  William  A.  Shedd  who  were 
missionaries  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.A.  in  Urumia,  Persia.  Dr.  Shedd* s  service 
was  from  1892  until  his  death  in  1918,  and  Mrs.  Shedd* s  from  1900 
to  her  death  in  1915.  Dr.  Shedd  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  American  churches  and  one  of  the  most  respected 
and  influential  men  in  Persia.  For  several  years  at  the  earnest 
request  of  the  United  States  Government  he  acted  as  American  vice- 

’  ter  Louise  Shedd  was  born  in  Urumia 


entitled  to  full  recognition  as  an 


American  citizen.  It  might  be  added  that  her  mother  was  a  sister 
of  the  Honorable  C.D.  Wilbur,  a  member  of  President  Hoover's 
cabinet. 


Secretary. 


CABLE  ADDRESS  “INCULCATE,  NEW  YORK" 


TELEPHONE  WATKINS  9-2000 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  lO.  N.  Y. 

OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 


July  SI,  1946 


This  is  to  certify  that  Mrs.  Louise  Shedd  Barker  is 
the  daughter  of  the  Reverend  and  Mrs.  William  A.  Shedd  who  were 
missionaries  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S.A.  in  Urumia,  Persia.  Dr.  Shedd* s  service 
was  from  1892  until  his  death  in  1918,  and  Mrs.  Shedd* s  from  1900 
to  her  death  in  1915.  Dr.  Sheaa  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  American  churches  and  one  of  the  most  respected 
and  influential  men  in  Persia.  For  several  years  at  the  earnest 
request  of  the  United  States  Government  he  acted  as  American  vice- 
consul  in  Urumia.  His  daughter  Louise  Shedd  was  born  in  Urumia 
on  September  10,  1906  and  is  entitled  to  full  recognition  as  an 
American  citizen.  It  might  be  aaced  that  her  mother  was  a  sister 
of  the  Honorable  C.D.  Wilbur,  a  member  of  President  Hoover's 
cabinet. 


Secretary. 


CHICAGO  OFFICE - 77  W.  WASHINGTON  STREET 


SAN  FRANCISCO  OFFICE - 228  MCALLISTER  8TREET 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

William  P.  Schell 
Supervising  Secretary 


156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  lO.  N.  Y. 


DIVISION  OF  SPECIAL  GIFTS  AND  ANNUITIES 
Miss  Ruth  Elliott,  director 


June  17,  1946 
Diet  .,6/13 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  June  10th  just  received 
enclosing  the  certificate  to  be  duplicated  in  the  name  of 
Louise  Shedd  Barker.  You  will  find  enclosed  herewith  three 
copies  of  the  document  altered  in  accordance  with  your 
suggestion.  I  hope  that  this  is  wha-f  you  desire.  You  do 
not  say  that  you  want  the  copies  dated  June  1946  so  we  have 
copied  them  just  as  they  appear,  namely,  July  Si,  1955.  If 
this  is  not  correct  let  us  know  and  we  will  do  them  over  again. 

Thank  you  for  your  notation  regarding  Resolution  24  in 
the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
recent  General  Assembly.  As. Dr.  Leber  and  Dr.  Wysham  were 
responsible  for  that  resolution  I  am  sending  them  a  memorandiim 
giving  them  your  comments.  When  I  heara  that  that  resolution 
was  to  appear  in  the  Report  I  had  some  immediate  questions  myself 
but  I  could  not  lay  my  hands  on  any  figures  or  historical  facts 
to  substantiate  my  doubt. 

The  Board  at  its  Annual  Meeting  on  Monday  elected  Mr.  Paul 
0.  Moser  of  Topeka,  Kansas  to  become  Secretary  for  Laymen  and 
because  Rex  Wheeler  insisted  that  in  accordance  with  the  G. I. Bill 
of  Rights,  he  should  be  taken  back  into  the  service  of  the  Board, 
he  has  been  elected  for  service  for  one  year  to  deal  with  a  special 
project  in  the  Division  of  Education  and  Information.  This  will 
not  please  Rex  but  the  Board  seemed  to  feel  that  that  was  all  it 
could  do  in  view  of  the  fact  that  he  resigned  a  year  ago. 

The  Board's  receipts  are  going  down  where  the  expenses  are 
going  up.  I  find  myself  almost  constantly  in  the  minority  in 
protesting  many  of  these  expenditures.  The  day  of  reckoning  will 
come  when  we  have  a  financial  depression. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 
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419  FOURTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  16,  N.  Y. 


October  17,  1944 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York,  N.Y. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Dr.  Poling  has  turned  over  to  me  your  letter  of  October  4th. 

Of  course,  I  am  delighted  to  know  that  you  react  so  favorably 
to  Dr.  Poling's  suggestion  that  you  write  the  Daily  Medita¬ 
tions  for  Christian  Herald. 

These  Meditations  have  not  been  all  that  we  wished  them  to 
be,  for  some  time,  and  I  am  more  than  certain  that  in  your 
very  capable  hands  they  shall  reach  a  standard  we  have  not 
known  for  a  long  time. 

I  was  deeply  impressed  by  your  little  book,  FIVE  MINUTES  A 
DAY,  as  I  know  thousands  of  others  were  impressed. 

I  would  be  glad  to  run  up  to  see  you  at  your  home,  or  to  see 
you  here  in  town  at  your  convenience,  to  discuss  the  general 
form  and  layout  of  this  devotional  material.  I  am  forward¬ 
ing  today  under  special  cover  a  few  copies  of  Christian 
Herald  in  order  that  you  may  see  how  we  have  been  doing  them. 
There  is,  however,  no  rule  of  iron  which  obliges  us  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  this  particular  form.  We  will  be  glad  to  arrange 
them  in  any  new  and  attractive  way  which  you  may  have  to 
suggest.  The  greatest  problem  as  you  will  see  is  that  of 
space. 

7/ill  you  drop  me  a  line  very  soon  about  this?  We  have  on 
hand,  from  the  present  editor  of  this  department,  the  devo¬ 
tions  for  the  February  issue  so  that  you  would  not  be  fightirg 
a  close  deadline  to  get  your  first  manuscript  in  our  hands. 

You  would  start  with  the  March  issue. 

With  every  best  wish, 


ank  3.  Mead 
Editor. 


FSM/inc 


-pb -r  M  <?  «.  cZ_,  -r a*  k  S, 


Christian 


November  27,  1944. 


Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  card  which 
has  come  in  Mr.  Mead’s  absence  from  the 
office  on  a  trip  west. 

As  you  request,  I  am  enclosing  herewith  a 
copy  of  the  December  issue  of  Christian 
Herald. 

I  know  if  Mr.  Mead  were  here  he  would  send 
his  best  wishes  to  Dr.  Speer  and  yourself. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Secretary. 


me 
Enc . 


Mrs.  R.  G.  Speer 
Harkness  Pavilion 
Ft.  Tryon  Avenue 
New  York,  N.Y. 


Room  346 


419  FOURTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  16,  N.  Y. 


February  26,  1945 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rock  ledge 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer : 

May  I  have  your  two  or  three  best  sermons?  Christian 
Herald  is  looking  forward  to  the  establishment  of  a 
new  feature  consisting  of  a  sermon  from  a  nationally 
knowi  preacher  each  month.  We  are  most  anxious  to  in¬ 
clude  your  name  among  those  preaching  from  the  Christian 
Herald  Pulpit,  and  I  would  like  to  have  these  two  or 
three  sermons  as  a  basis  from  which  to  make  our  first 
selection. 

Sermons  either  in  typewritten,  mimeographed  or  printed 
form  will  be  deeply  appreciated. 

We  will  be  glad  to  remunerate  you  for  this  effort  at 
the  rate  of  $35.00  per  sermon  selected,  if  this  is 
acceptable  to  you. 

Could  you  send  them  to  me  right  away? 
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FRANK  J.  C.  BOR  WELL,  Vkc-Chainnan 
GEORGE  W.  DIXON,  Jr.,  Vice-Chairman 
EDWARD  S.  JOUETT,  Vice-Chairman 
J.  PARK  McCALLIE,  Vice-Chairman 


LAYMEN’S  MISSIONARY  MOVEMENT 

NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 

Frederick  J.  Michel,  National  Secretary  ^  South  LaSalle  Street 

Rodert  T.  Parsons,  Secretary 

Thomas  F.  Chilcote,Jr Publicity  Director  CHICAGO  3 

April  2,  1945 


ARTHUR  H.  COMPTON,  General  Chairman 
ALVAH  L.  SAWYER,  M.D.,  Chairman,  Executive  Committee 
J.  J.  K1NGHAM,  Recording  Secretary 
HARRY  A.  WHEELER,  Treasurer 


ALTON  L.  MILLER,  Vice-Chairman 
FRANK  F.  TAYLOR,  Vice-Chairman 
CHARLES  H.  VIAL,  Vice-Chairman 
EDWARD  WRAY,  Vice-Chairman 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Rockledge, 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Ever  so  many  thanks  for  permitting  me  to  have  these  precious 
minutes  with  you  this  morning. 

Enclosed  is  copy  of  the  brief  report  to  which  I  made  refer¬ 
ence.  Permit  me  to  supplement  that  with  a  brief  statement. 

We  added  Mr,  Robert  T,  Parsons  to  our  staff  on  September  1. 

He  served  eleven  years  in  Africa  under  the  United  Brethren  Board, 
secured  his  Master*  s  degree  from  Cornell,  and  his  doctorate  from 
Kennedy  School  of  Missions.  The  condition  of  Mrs.  Parsons’  health 
prevented  their  return  to  the  field. 

No  other  denominational  or  inter-denominational  agency  is 
undertaking  to  meet  the  perennial  need  for  a  Men  and  Missions  emphasis 
with  that  degree  of  singleness  of  purpose  which  has  characterized 
the  Laymen’s  Missionary  Movement,  and  which  is  necessary  to  accom¬ 
plish  its  objectives.  It  must  be  granted  that  the  Movement  has  not 
attained  its  ends  to  the  degree  which  might  be  expected,  but  with  a 
budget  of  eight  to  twelve  thousand  dollars  a  year  and  a  wholly 
inadequate  staff,  its  limitations  were  quite  natural. 

We  are  hoping  to  correct  the  weaknesses  of  the  Movement  by 
adding  another  man  to  our  staff  as  soon  as  he  may  be  found,  by  secur¬ 
ing  the  necessary  budget,  and  by  adding  also  a  Stabilization  Reserve 
Fund.  Such  a  fund  is  vital  to  the  continued  and  effective  operation 
of  the  Movement.  It  is  needed  to  carry  the  work  through  periods  of 
financial  depression,  for  the  Movement  cannot  expect  individuals  to 
bear  such  a  strain  as  did  a  few  in  the  early  30’ s  and  at  another 
period  in  the  life  of  the  Movement.  This  fund  is  needed  also  to  help 
the  Committee  through  the  lean  months  of  each  year.  It  will  enable 
the  Movement  to  offer  some  degree  of  social  security,  which  is  not 
now  available  to  our  staff  as  it  is  furnished  with  the  cooperation 
of  the  United  States  government  to  employees  in  other  offices. 

Further,  it  will  aid  the  Committee  in  securing  the  men  so  imperatively 
needed  on  its  staff  and  who  are  not  now  readily  persuaded  to  assume 
the  risks  involved  in  casting  their  lot  with  the  Laymen’s  Missionary 
Movement,  when  the  Y.M.C.A. #  local  churches,  missionary  boards  and 
other  agencies  call  them  into  their  service  and  provide  a  security 
which  we  cannot  offer.  Precisely,  and  without  going  into  further 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer  -  page  2 
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detail,  the  proposed  fund  will  effect  that  stabilization  for  the 
work  which  its  designation  implies. 

With  all  of  this  in  mind,  we  would  be  greatly  encouraged 
if  you  should  be  led  to  help  us  in  two  directions. 

First,  prepare  a  statement  which  would  emphasize  the  need 
for  this  work  as  envisioned  by  youj  and  secondly,  provide  us  with  a 
list  of  names  of  those  who  you  think  might  be  glad  to  share  in 
financing  our  work,  such  a  list  to  receive  appeals  which  we  would 
be  glad  to  type  for  your  signature,  and  where  you  might  hesitate 
to  do  so,  permit  us  to  make  our  own  appeal,  with  the  proposed  state 
ment  from  your  pen  as  the  enclosure. 

We  do  not  want  this  request  to  prove  a  burden  to  you,  and 
therefore  we  would  urge  you  to  respond  at  your  convenience  and 
without  haste. 

Thanking  you  again  for  last  night* s  message  and  for  this 
morning*  s  fellowship, 


Ever  sincerely  yours, 


F.  /Si  Michel, 
Secretary 


f jm-ls 
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'.•RANK  J.  C.  BOR  WELL,  Vice-Chairman 
GEORGE  W.  DIXON,  Jt„  Vice-Chairman 
EDWARD  S.JOUEI  I  ,  Vice-Chairman 
j.  PARK  McCALLIE,  Vice-Chairman 


ARTHUR  H.  COMPTON,  General  Chairman 
ALVAH  L.  SAWYER,  M.D.,  Chairman,  Executive  Committee 
J.  J.  KINGHAM,  Recording  Secretary 
HARRY  A.  WHEELER,  Treasurer 


ALTON  L.  MILLER,  Vice-Chairman 
FRANK  F.  TAYLOR,  Vice-Chairman 
CHARLES  M.  VIAL,  Vice-Chairman 
EDWARD  WRAY,  Vice-Chairman 


LAYMEN’S  MISSIONARY  MOVEMENT 

NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 


Frederick  J.  Michel,  'National  Secretary 
Robert  T.  Parsons,  Secretary 
Thomas  F.  Chilcote.Jr Publicity  Director 


19  South  La  Salle  Street 
CHICAGO  3 


May  15,  1945 


Dr.  Robert  E,  Speer, 

Rockledge, 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Ever  so  many  thanks  for  your  kind  letter  of 
May  11. 

I  appreciate  your  gracious  word  concerning  my 
service  to  the  Movement,  more  than  I  can  express. 

The  statement  is  being  returned  to  you  so  that 
you  may  rewrite  the  word  which  is  encircled  and  which 
we  failed  to  get. 

Please  return  your  letter,  for  I  shall  pass  it 
on  to  my'children,  who  will  surely  cherish  it  although 
I  should  not  want  to  publish  it  beyond  that  intimate 
circle. 

The  typed  copy  has  been  amended  in  the  hope  that 
it  will  meet" with  your  approval  so  far  as  we  have  gone. 
It  will  be  necessary  however  that  you  revise  the  last 
two  or  three  lines  so  that  they  may  convey  the  thought 
which  you  have  in  mind. 

With  deep  appreciation. 

Cordially  yours, 

P.  J.  Michel, 

Secretary 
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M  .  C  .  M  I  G  E  L 

654  MADISON  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 


Jan.  3rd ,  1944 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  have  been  sending  greetings  for  the  New  Year  to  my  friends  for 
so  many,  many  years,  that  as  I  stop  to  ponder  on  the  swift  passing  of  time, 
and  how  I  am  getting  on  in  years,  I  am  reminded  that 


"Youth  is  not  a  Time  of  Life , 
It  is  a  State  of  Mind. 


It  is  not  a  matter  of  ripe  cheeks,  red  lips  and  supple  knees;  it 

is  a  temper  of  the  Will,  a  quality  of  the  imagination;  it  is  a 

freshness  of  the  deep  springs  of  life. 

Youth  means  a  temperamental  predominence  of  courage  over  timidity; 

—  of  the  appetite  of  adventure  over  the  love  of  ease.  This  often 

exists  in  a  man  of  seventy  more  than  in  a  boy  of  twenty. 

Nobody  grows  old  by  merely  living  _a  number  of  years;  people  grow 
old  only  by  deserting  their  ideals.  Years  wrinkle  the  skin,  but  to 
give  up  enthusiasm  wrinkles  the  soul. 

Whether  seventy  or  seventeen,  there  is  in  every  being's  heart  the 
love  of  wonder,  the  undaunted  challenge  of  events,  the  unfailing 
child-like  appetite  for  "what  next?"  and  the  joy  in  the  game  of  life. 

YOU  are  as  young  as  your  faith,  as  old  as  your  doubt;  as  young  as 
your  self-confidence,  as  old  as  your  fear;  as  young  as  your  hope, 
as  old  as  your  despair. 

In  the  central  place  of  your  heart  there  is  a  wireless  station;  so 
long  as  it  receives  messages  of  beauty,  hope,  cheer,  courage, 
grandeur  and  power  —  from  the  earth,  from  men,  and  from  the 
Infinite  —  so  long  are  you  young. 

When  the  wires  are  all  down,  and  the  central  place  of  your  heart  is 
covered  with  the  snows  of  pessimism  and  the  ice  of  cynicism,  then 
you  are  grown  old,  indeed,  and  may  God  have  mercy  on  your  soul." 

May  your  wires  never  be  down  —  either  this  coming 
—  is  the  earnest  wish  of 

Your  sincere, 


Dr.  Robert  IS.  Speer 
24  Gramercy  Park 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


year  or  many,  many  more, 


M.  C.  MIGEL 

654  MADISON  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 


January  2nd 
1 
9 

4 

5 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

This  is  to  tell  you  that  I  keep  the  thought 
of  you  warmly  in  my  heart  and  wish  you  everything  fine  and 
wonderful  — 


But  today,  when  our  dearly  beloved  ones  are 
undergoing  such  frightful  tribulation,  I  hardly  dare  use  the 
word  "happy"  as  applied  to  the  New  Year;  still,  within  us 
all,  which  includes  you,  shines  a  tiny  star  called  "Hope," 
(without  which  we  might  as  well  be  lifeless). 

May  this  star,  brightly  shining,  lead  us 
ere  long  to  an  early  Peace  and  brighter  skies  —  happy, 
and  happier  days  for  you  and  yours,  and  all  the  world,  is 
the  wish  of 


Your  sincere , 

4  L 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville,  Conn. 


M  .  C  .  M  I  G  E  L 

654  MADISON  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 


January  4th 


Dear  Doctor  Speer; 

Optimism  being  the  springwe  11  of  happiness,  what 
better  season  of  the  year  than  this  for  us  —  for 
all  the  world  —  to  regard  the  future  with  a  fresh 
outlook,  with  a  new  and  friendlier  spirit  than 
ever  before  — 

And,  with  the  determination  to  make 
that  "Little  Corner,"  which  is  Our  Own  Private 
World,  an  Elysium  for  ourselves,  for  our  loved 
ones,  and  for  all  those  with  whom  we  may  come  in 
contact . 


The  sun  will  pierce  the  blackest 
cloud  that  ever  darkened  the  earth. 

And  so,  this  missive  is  to  greet  you 
with  profound  esteem,  and  with  the  hope  that  for 
you,  now  and  forever,  the  day  may  break  and  the 
shadows  disappear. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 


H  O  ^  O 


M  .  C  .  M  I  G  E  L 

654  MADISON  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 

January  2nd 
1 
9 
4 
7 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Year  after  year,  for  many  years,  I  have  at  this 
time  conveyed  greetings  to  those  I  care  for  —  you  being  one 
of  them. 

although  I  vary  the  expressions,  they  always 
represent  the  same  feeling  —  a  heartfelt  regard  and  affection¬ 
ate  esteem,  which,  however,  words  (empty  at  best)  fail  to  convey 
adequately . 

The  world  is  striving  for  Peace,  Contentment, 
and  particularly  Happiness.  I  hope  and  pray  that  they  may  all 
be  yours  —  no  trials,  no  sorrow,  no  darkness. 

^fter  all,  Happiness  is  but  a  state  of  mind 
within  us,  and  up  to  each  one  of  us.  TCe  ourselves  have  to  do 
our  little  share  to  produce  it  and  hold  it. 

.on  active  mind  can  keep  us  from  rusting  out. 

Someone  once  said  of  a  famous  fossil  that 
”he  had  nothing  to  do  but  sit  around,  listening  to  his  heart 
murmur"  —  I  know  you  will  never  get  that  way. 

kay  all  that  your  heart  desires  be  fulfilled 
this  coming  year,  and  many  more,  is  the  wish  of 

Your  sincere, 

Dr.  Robert  S.  Speer 
Hockledge 
.Lakeville,  Conn. 
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American  Mission, 
Messed,  Iran, 

May  31,  1943. 


Dear  Dr.  Swear  : 

I  am  not  a  Sco Lehman, but  Mr.  Miller's  offer  to 
me  to  Include  a  sheet  in  his  letter  to  you,  is  too  good  an  opportunity 
to  miss  Mr.  Miller  is  here  on  somewhat  enforced  delay  thru  the 
days  of  this  week  while  awaiting  pass  and  transportation  for  points 
further  west  on  his  return  to  Teheran.  G-od  marvellously  opened  the 
way  for  his  coming  on  this  present  journey,  and  certainly  it  was 
a  Journey  of  great  blessing  to  us  all  here  in  Meshed.  After  a  week 
of  very  fine  pre-Easter  services  Mr.  Miller  went  to  Zahidan  to¬ 
gether  with  Omedvar^our  B.&  F.  Bible  Society  colporteur  in  Meshed. 

Then  he  returned  here  and  has  now  been  with  us  about  eip’ht  days. 

I  think  God  has  seen  to  it  that  he  got  a  good  rest  here  before 
going  on  to  Teheran,  and  Mrs.  Hoffman  and  other  of  the  women  of 
the  Station  have  seen  to  it  that  he  was  filled  up  with  new  peas, 
strawberries  and  some  good  wholesome  food. 

Bill,  as  we  all  call  him,  is  a  wonderful  man  of  God  in  the  true 
and  full  sense  of  that  expression.  I  have  never  met  a  man  so 
dominated  by  the  Spirit  and  so  untireingly  at  work  giving  the 
gospel  and  buying  up  all  opportunities  to  speak  to  all  men  on  all 
occasions  and  at  every  turn.  People  thru out  this  land,  from  end  to  end, 
and  of  all  classes  from  daroshkie  drivers  to  chauffeurs  and  himmals 
(burden-bearers  )  know  him  and  love  him  and  greet  him  and  come  to 
see  him.  So  you  may  know  what  a  great  blessing  and  inspiration  is  his 
coming  into  our  midst 

I  am  off  with  Dr.  Joe  Cochran  to-morrow  morning  early  for  a  month 
in  the  outfield  itinerating.  We  are  loading  all  our  stuff,  tent, 
cots  and  a  minumum  of  belongings  onto  two  donkfeys  ,  and  then  we  are 
planning  to  treck  from  place  to  place  like  two  dervishes,  staying 
as  long  in  a  r>lace  as  we  feel  led  to  stay.  Come  along  with  us  \ 

The  Church  Session  have  now  come  along  for  a  meeting  of  prayer 
to  send  us  along,  or  as  you  may  remember,  in  Persian  words,  "  to 
throw  us  on  the  road  ",  so  I  will  not  be  able  to  write  more. 

I  trust  you  and  Mrs.  Speer  are  well  and  enjoying  to  the  full  your 
present  work  and  activities .  I  presume  you  will  be  up  dn  your 
farm  this  summer. 

Mrs,  Irwin  and  the  children,  Mary  and  Beth  ,  are  at  home  in 
U.S.A.  with  Mrs.  Irwin's  mother  at  present.  .We  lost  the  baby 
boy  who  came  into  the  world  March  26.  Within  God's  own  will  and 
way,  for  some  reason  unknown  to  the  officiating  doctors, he  had 
ceased  to  breather  some  hours  before  the  birth  pains  ^tarted.  So 
our  only  son  joins  the  great  company  of  the  many  many^tio  Mare 
passing  on  into  the  City  of  God,  but  without  tasting *the  pain 
and  sorrows  of  thi3  sad  and  sinful  world.  We  grieve,  but  do 
still  praise  His  Holy  r>ame  . 


Sincerely, 
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PAUL  L.  MILLER 

5  81  B  ROADWAY 
PATERSON,  N.  J. 


July  10,  1944 


Dr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Kockledge,  Lakeville,  uonn. 

Dear  Friends :- 

Mother  and  Fatner  are  celebrating  tneir  Fiftieth  Wedding  Anni¬ 
versary  on  July  26th.  Due  to  conditions,  it  will  be  impossible 
to  hold  any  celebration  but  we  don' t  want  the  occasion  to  go 
unnoticed.  In  place  of  the  usual  reception  we're  asking  rela¬ 
tives  and  friedns  if  they  will  please  send  the  folks  a  message 
on  this  day. 

Please  send  the  greeting  to:- 


Rev.  &  Mrs.  J.  Albert  filler. 
Parsons  College, 

Fairfield,  Iowa. 


We  boys  are  planning  to  get  there  with  our  families  to  be  with 
Mother  and  Father  for  the  day. 


fYj  //!  k?r\  f  (  ar)  B. 


MOTION  PICTURE  PRODUCERS  &  DISTRIBUTORS  OF  AMERICA,  INC. 

28  West  44th  Street 
New  York  18,  N.  Y. 


ERIC  A.  JOHNSTON 
PRESIDENT 
JOSEPH  I.  BREEN 

VICE-PRESIDENT 
FRANCIS  S.  HARMON 

VICE-PRESIDENT 
CARL  E.  MILLIKEN 
SECRETARY 

GEORGE  BORTHWICK 
TREASURER 


October  19,  1945 

OFFICE  OF  THE  SECRETARY 


Dear  Dr*  Speer: 


I  enjoyed  talking  with  Dr.  McGeachy  and 
hope  the  interview  may  prove  of  some  value  to  him 
in  connection  with  his  plans.  I  have  also  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  see  Mr.  Hays. 

Your  note  gave  me  a  genuine  thrill.  You 
have  been  a  helpful  and  inspiring  influence  in  my 
life  ever  since  the  Student  Conference  in  Northfield 
in  1895. 

I  was  much  concerned  at  the  news  that  came 
to  me  after  the  event,  regarding  your  severe  illness, 
and  am  happy  to  have  the  reassuring  word  from  Dr. 
McGeachy  that  you  are  recovered  in  health  and  able 
to  enjoy  the  beautiful  surroundings  at  Lakeville. 


With  cordial  personal  regards  to  Mrs 
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Tarry town,  New  York 
September  22,  1945 


Dear  Dr.  speer: 

your  pleasant  note  is  received  -  and  with  apprecia¬ 
tion.  i  had  an  accident,  apparently  injuring  one  of  my 
ribs,  and  my  good  friend  got  me  in  the  hospital  at 
Tarry town  -  a  nice  enough  place  to  be  but  not  for  a 
Lakeville  man  who  is  thinking  of  his  roses  and  fall 
garden  and  the  lawn  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 

Meanwhile  you  are  the  same  vigorous  individual  i 
have  known  for  so  many  years  and  i  congratulate  you  on 
your  health  strength  and  ability  to  do  things.  I  am 
your  contrast  in  most  things,  i  fancy,  but  I  am  doing 
the  best  i  can  to  get  well  and  get  out. 


Remember  me  warmly  to  Mrs.  Speer,  and  to  your 
family  in  England.  I  think  so  often  of  Barbour  and 
the  cocky  way  he  wears  his  cap  which  is  something  quite 
out  of  the  ordinary. 


With  affectionate  regard, 

Your  friend  sincerely. 


y/. 


f/uA 


(Dictated  by  Mr.  Milne  at  the  Tarrytown  Hospital) 


CHOATE,  MITCHELL  &  ELY 


CLARENCE  B.  MITCHELL 
ORLANDO  B.WILLCOX 
ALFRED  ELY 
EZRA  P.  PRENTICE 
CLARENCE  V.  S.  MITCHELL 
EDWARD  G.  MCLAUGHLIN 
CHARLES  S.  ERNST 


FORTY-ONE  BROAD  STREET 
NEW  YORK  A 


Telephone  Whitehall  4-6083 


UPTOWN  OFFICE 

SEVENTEEN  EAST  FORTY-NINTH  STREET 


TELEPHONE 

PLaza  3-9695 


WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD 
JAMES  MORROW 
DUDLEY  A.  Wl  LSO  N 
FRIEDA  B  HENNOCK 


CABLE  ADDRESS 
MITCHELY,  NEW  YORK 


July  30,  1946 


Mr.  Robert  Elliott  Speer, 

Rock ledge, 

Lakeville,  Connecticut. 

My  dear  Speer: 

This  will  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  your 
contribution  of  $5.00  towards  the  Princeton  University 
Fund. 


With  best  wishes 


Yours  sincerely 


<^Vvt  (U 
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Me  U& PC  A. ®  W£Y\  ^ 


THE  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK 
CHURCH  OFFICE  •  12  WEST  12th  STREET 

NEW  YORK  ll,  N.  Y. 

Telephone:  ALgonquin  4-59 46 


Ministers 

J.  V.  MOLDENHAWER 
PAUL  D  MOODY 


September  26th,  1%6. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer : 


We  were  sorry  to  miss  you  on  our  call  the  day  we 
luncned  at  the  Coffins,  but  I  look  forward  to  the  chance  of  seeing 
you  sometime  soon. 

We  are  very  grateful  to  you  for  the  service  you  rendered 
here  this  summer.  How  fine  it  is  that  the  church  is  not  adopting  some 
of  the  foolish  rulings  about  which  I  hear  in  the  plans  of  certain  in¬ 
stitutions  of  learning.  One  of  these  at  least  has  decided  that  no  man 
shall  be  their  chapel  preacher  who  has  passed  his  seventieth  birthday! 

I  am  delighted  to  hear  that  you  have  been  reading  "The 
Voice  of  Books."  Since  you  and  Henry  Coffin  both  like  it,  that  ought 
to  be  enough  to  satisfy  any  man.  And  it  does  please  me  a  lot  to  think 
of  you  reading  the  Lincoln  Address  aloud  to  Mrs.  Speer. 

With  respect  to  the  Restoration  Fund,  all  gifts  through 
the  I'irst  Church  should  be  sent  to  the  office  here  so  that  we  can  keep 
track.  The  check  should  be  made  payable  to  D.  Allan  Locke. 

With  affectionate  greetings  from  us  all. 

Ever  yours, 

) 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Rockledge, 

Lakeville,  Conn. 
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NEW  YORK  CITY  COMMITTEE 

For  the  Celebration  of 

CHINA'S  DOUBLE  TENTH  DAY 

35th  Anniversary  of  the  Founding  of  the  Chinese  Republic 

October  10th,  1946 

453  MADISON  AVENUE  NEW  YORK  22,  N.  Y. 


Program  Chairman 
MRS.  MAURICE  T.  MOORE 


September  27,  1946 


Dear  Doctor  and  Mrs,  Speer: 

The  "double  tenth"  -  October  tenth  -  is  China’s  Fourth  of  July, 
and  this  year  marks  the  35th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Chinese  Republic 
This  particular  year  it  is  important  that  Americans  register  their  interest  in 
and  their  understanding  of  China's  Republic.  To  that  end  celebrations  are  be¬ 
ing  organized  all  over  the  country,  on  Thursday,  October  tenth. 

In  New  York  City  we  are  arranging  an  evening  meeting  at  the 
Hotel  Roosevelt  and  shall  be  honored  by  the  presence  of  his  Excellency 
Ambassador  Wellington  Koo,  -  who  will  speak  to  the  occasion.  This  will  be 
his  first  public  appearance  in  New  York  for  a  "double  tenth"  celebration. 

Lt.  Gen.  Albert  Coady  Wedemeyer,  a  soldier  diplomat  whose 
frank  and  friendly  policy  accomplished  miracles  in  China,  has  consented  to 
participate  in  our  program. 

Soo  Yong  distinguished  Chinese  Monologist,  will  also  have  a  part 
in  the  program,  and  a  Chinese  Quartet  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Lee  Pao  Ch'en 
is  to  sing  both  the  Chinese  and  American  Anthems. 

We  shall  be  very  much  pleased  if  you  can  join  us  at  8:15  at 
the  Roosevelt,  and  shall  be  glad  to  send  you  complimentary  tickets  if  you  will 
indicate  your  acceptance  on  the  enclosed  card. 

Inasmuch  as  the  capacity  of  the  Ballroom  is  limited,  we  suggest 
that  you  make  your  reservations  as  soon  as  possible. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 


PARTICIPATING  ORGANIZATIONS:  China-American  Council  of  Commerce  and  Industry  •  China  Institute  in  America 
Chinese  Consolidated  Benevolent  Association  .  Chinese  Women's  New  Life  Movement  •  East  and  West  Association 

United  Service  to  China,  New  York  Committee 


China  Society  of  America 
•  Sun  Yat-Sen  Group 
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Du  Bois  S.  Morris 
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Prof,  Dr.  Emil  lirunner 


(For  private  use)  Zurick  7 

Hirsl?r.derstrag:e  47 
24th  March,  1947 

STATEMENT  ABOUT  M.R 

As  a  rainister  of  lise  Church  of  Christ  end  a  Christian 
theologian  who's  main  concern  her  been  for  many  years  the 
even^elisatloa  of  the  non-christim  world,  I  feel  it  ay  duty 
to  testify  that  M.R* A*  also  called  the  Oxford  Grout t  ic  one 
oi  the  aost  effective  movements  of  evangelisation  of  our  time. 

It  is  so  not  'although*  but  because  its  approach  to  the  modern 
pagan  ie  quite  different  from  the  cust ornery  .methods  of 
evangelisation  e?  they  have  been  developed  by  aost  of  the 
Christian  church  bodies.  Its  method  is  not  preaching  nor  any 
Kind  of  public  worship,  but  life  changing  starting  fro®  the 

.  •  V 

concrete  problems  of  present  day  life.  Its  aim,  however,  is 
none  other  than  that  of  the  Church:  to  lead  men  and  women  to 
Christ  and  to  train  them  in  a  life  of  prayer  end  of  drily 
obedience  to  the  will  of  God.  By  having  stewed  out  of  ell 
traditional  ways  of  mission  the  M.B.A.  peoples  have  been  capable 
of  doing  effectively  whet  most  of  the  churches  have  teen 
postulating  without  the  e«ae  see sure  of  practical  success.  I 
look  to  the  V.R.A.  as  one  of  the  most,  hopeful  movements  of 
evangelization  of  the  present  day. 


(Signed)  PROF.  £.  SSOISMER,  D.D 


,;ESSACL  FR 01  DR.  ARTHUR  J.  BROYvR 


Dr.  Arthur  Judson  Brown,  Secretary  Emeritus  of  the  Board,  who  served  for 
thirty -four  years,  was  called  upon  at  the  dinner  extemporaneously.  At  the  re¬ 
quest  of  the  Editor  of  the  Bulletin,  Dr.  Brovrn  has  kindly  sent  on  this  summary 
of  his  tribute  to  the  Clerical  Staff: 

"The  first  time  I  faced  an  audience,  I  was  a  boy  of  six  years.  I  was 
required  to  speak  a  piece  in  school.  The  opening  lines  of  that  piece  are  er- 
appropriate  this  evening  as  they  were  84  years  ago: 

"You  would  scarce  expect  one  of  ray  age 
To  speak  in  public  on  the  stage." 

"Since  your  chairman  has  called  on  me,  1  can  at  least  tell  you  that  your  kind 
welcome  has  warmed  the  cockels  of  my  antiquated  heart,  and  that  I  am  happy  to  join 
in  the  fellow-ship  of  this  fine  company  of  Christian  worrers. 

"The  duties  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Board  necessarily  bring  them  before  the 
public;  but  I  always  felt,  and  I  know  that  they  and  the  Board  today  feel  that  the 
members  of  the  Clerical  Staff  are  integral  and  indispensable  in  the  organisation. 

I  was  tolc  th-.-t  during  ay  secretaryship,  ay  office  had  a  high  reputation  for  prompt 
ness  and  efficiency.  If  so,  I  knew  what  a  _arge  part  of  the  credit,  was  due  to  ay 
private  secretary,  Adah  Kilmer,  and  her  associate  who  kept  things  in  order,  never 
let  me  forget  engagements  and  didn*t  hesitate  to  tell  me  when  they  thought  that  I 
was  wrong.  So  you  are  not  merely  members  of  a  clerical  tai’f  as  _n  cn  ordinary 
business  concern.  You  are  fellow  workers  in  the  greatest  enterprise  in  the  v.ooi;  - 
the  giving  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  to  uncvnngelisc-"'  peoples  and  teaching  them  its 
application  to  the  needs  and  problems  of  humanity. 

"Surely  there  is  no  greater  privilege,  no  greater  uignity  that  a  Christian 
can  nave  than  some  part,  however  unnoticed  ly  the  world,  in  this  splendid  work. 

"I  thank  you  with  all  ay  heart  for  your  kind  remembrance  of  a  former  associate 
3$y  heart  has  been  moved  by  many  appreciative  messages .  I  felt  particularly  honored 
when  I  learned  that,  in  a  theological  seminary  in  which  the  students  were  asked  to 


-vlesfi.-L^e  1'ro  .  D:r .  Arthur  J.  Brown 
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name  and  identify  ten  eminent  missionary  leaders,  one  student  had  included  ay  name 
as  follows:  "Arthur  Judson  Brown,  one  of  the  missionaries  to  India  in  1816. 
Returned  because  he  became  convinced  of  the  need  of  baptism." 

Secretary! 
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November  15,  1 946 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Beard  of  Foreign  Missions 
lp6  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  1C,  N.Y. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

If  we  keep  bothering  you  in  your  retirement  it  is 
your  own  fault  for  being  so  interesting  a  speaker 
and  writer. 

You  probably  know  that  the  old  Presbyterian  has 
reorganized  under  a  new  staff  and  is  trying  to 
get  started  into  a  big  field  of  service.  We  wish 
to  reach  both  beyond  the  denomination  and  beyond 
the  nation. 

Although  we  have  no  money  to  offer  we  should  like 
to  offer  you  a  life  subscription  in  return  for  pre¬ 
paring  for  us  an  article  out  of  your  rich  experiences. 

I  can  imagine  a  very  interesting  article  with  the  title 
"Forty  years  with  the  Foreign  Board"  or  something 
of  that  sort.  What  would  be  still  better  would  be 
a  series  of  four,  five  or  six  articles,  full  of  human 
interest  material  and  spiritual  insights.  These 
should  be  les?  than  2,000  words  each  and  could  be 
run  in  consecutive  weeks.  Would  you  find  it  possible 
to  do  this  for  us? 

Although  we  cannot  give  you  a  very  wide  circulation 
(we  now  print  about  11,000  copies  of  our  paper)  we 
can  give  you  a  wider  circulation  than  any  weekly 
paper  in  our  denomination. 

With  warmest  personal  regards. 


Yours  sincerely 
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INTERNATIONAL  MISSIONARY  COUNCIL 


National  Missionary  Council  op  Australia 
SocifeTfi  Belge  de  Missions  Protestants  au 
Congo 

CONFEDERACAO  EV  ANGELICA  DO  BRASIL 
National  Christian  Council  of  China 
Conseil  Protestant  du  Congo 
Dansk  Missionsraad 
Deutscher  Evancelischer  Missionstag 
Soci£t£  des  Missions  Evang£liques  de  Paris 
Conference  of  Missionary  Societies  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland 


Cablegrams: 

Inmiscou,  New  York 
Missions  Code 
Telephone:  Chelsea  2-8908 


Composed  of  the  following  Organizations 

National  Christian  Council  of  India,  Burma  and 
Ceylon 

National  Christian  Council  of  Japan 
Committee  on  Cooperation  in  Latin  America 
Concilio  Nacional  Evang£lico  de  Mfixico 
Near  East  Christian  Council 
Nederlandsche  Zendingsraad 
Netherlands  India 

National  Missionary  Council  of  New  Zealand 
Norsk  Misjonsrad 


Honorary  Chairman:  John  R.  Mott,  New  York 
Chairman:  Bishop  James  C.  Baker,  New  York 
Treasurer:  S.  Frederick  Telleen,  New  York 


Foreign  Missions  Conference  of  North  America 
(United  States  and  Canada) 

Philippine  Federation  of  Evangelical  Churches 
ConfederaciOn  de  Iglesias  Evang£licas  del 
Rio  de  La  Plata 

Christian  Council  of  South  Africa 
Suomen  Lahetysneuvosto 

SVENSKA  MlSSIONSRADET 

National  Missionary  Council  of  Switzerland 
National  Christian  Council  of  Thailand 


156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  10,  N.  Y. 


Secretaries:  John  W.  Decker,  New  York 

Norman  Goodall,  2  Eaton  Gate,  London,  S.VV.l 
Assistants:  Leland  S.  Albright,  New  York 
Miss  Betty  D.  Gibson,  London 
Miss  Doris  H.  Standley,  London 


June  22,  1946. 


Dear  Robert: 

Do  forgive  me  for  the  long  gap  which  has  elapsed  since  I 
received  your  gracious  birthday  letter,  while  in  the  Canadian 
woods.  Believe  me  when  I  say  it  deeply  touched  me.  I  have  an 
ever-deepening  sense  of  gratitude  to  God  for  what  our  friendship 
has  meant  across  the  many  years.  Never  did  it  mean  as  much  as  it 
has  in  the  recent  fateful  period.  I  thank  God  on  every  remembrance 
of  you.  In  my  judgment  your  testimony  has  never  been  more  needed 
and,  in  the  light  of  all  I  hear,  more  effective. 

Affectionately  yours. 


T 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
"Rockledge" 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
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William  Arthur  Motter.  Minister 

phones  July  19,  1944 

MINISTER'S  STUDY.  DEL.  9120 
CHURCH  OFFICE.  RIV.  7600 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Spear, 

Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Dr.  Spear: 

Mrs.  Earl  C.  Pearman,  whose  name  is  being 
considered  for  a  position  on  our  church  staff,  has  given 
your  name  as  a  reference.  TCe  would  greatly  appreciate  any 
information  you  might  be  able  to  give  by  return  mail  if 
possible. 


Mordo cti  Mary  Co/e. 


613  CATHEDRAL  STREET 
BALTIMORE  1,  MARYLAND 
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The  Canadian  School  of  Missions 


97  ST.  GEORGE  STREET 

Toronto  5  -  Canada 


REV.  CANON  L.  A.  DIXON.  M. A.,  D.D..  O.B.E., 

CHAIRMAN  OF  COUNCIL 


REV.  HARRY  C.  PRIEST.  B.A.. 

SECRETARY 


REV.  A.  E.  ARMSTRONG.  M.A.,  D.D.. 
CHAIRMAN.  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


HARVEY  F.  SKEY.  ESQ.. 


TREASURER 


REV.  J.  LOVELL  MURRAY,  M.A..  D.D., 

DIRECTOR 


EDWARD  R.  C.  DOBBS.  ESQ.. 

ASSISTANT  TREASURER 


May  13th, 1947 


Dear  Robert 


The  "complimentary  dinner"  about  which  Harry  Priest 


wrote  you  took  place  last  Tuesday  evening.  Thanks  to  the 
committee  in  charge  it  was  beautifully  staged  and  largely 
attended.  I  need  not  tell  you  that  the  kindness  and  love  that 
were  then  shown  to  Mrs.  Murray  and  me  by  word  and  deed  were 
very  heart-warming.  Doubtless  you  have  had  more  than  one 
similar  experience. 

But  I  think  it  was  the  hearing  of  messages  from 
some  at  a  distance  with  whom  I  have  had  comradeship  and 
collaboration  in  days  long  past  as  well  as  in  recent  years 
that  moved  me  most  deeply.  I  rejoiced  to  hear  the  words  of 
appreciation  and  true  friendship  which  came  from  you.  Mrs. 
Murray  and  I  have  just  been  reading  them  again  and  we  thank 
you  warmly  both  for  the  sentiments  and  for  the  trouble  you 
took  in  writing  them  down  and  passing  them  on  to  us. 


Cordially  yours 

r> 


J.  Lovell  Murray. 


Dr.  Robert  .  °peer, 
Rockledge, 

Lakeville, 


Connecticut 


